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2. (SBU) The Ambassador hosted a dinner with Venezuelan 
state governors August 21 to obtain their views on the 
country's political situation. Manuel Rosales, Zulia; David 
de Lima, Anzoategui ; Luis Lippa, Apure; Didalco Bolivar, 
Aragua; Eduardo Lapi, Yaracuy; and Alfredo Pena, Mayor of 
Metropolitan Caracas attended. Vargas governor Antonio 
Rodriguez (MVR) came to the Residence, but excused himself 
because of illness (conjvmctivitis) . DCM and PolCouns 
acccmpanied the Ambassador. 



CNE: Wariness about the Supreme Court 



August 19 to 20 



4 . (C) Asked by the Ambassador about the evening of August 
19, and August 20 when opposition groups delivered signatures 
for a recall referendum in Caracas, the majority of the 

governors repo rted that it all passed more or less 

uneventfully . jj ~ ~ 



Budget Pr^lems 
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o. iC) iiittie has changed for the governors, they recounted, 
when it comes to their problems of receiving funds from the 
central government, they recounted. Revenue sharing payments 
are approjcimately eight to ten weeks behind schedule. For 



Security situation 
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ctnmiienting that Chavez doesn't understand the police needs in 
the regions, said he had turned in most of his police's 
heavier weapons voluntarily. He adm itted tha t his forces 

still have a few automatic weapons . I I commented that 



the police forces did not have to be lett only with handguns 

For example, he said, they could buy Italian shotguns that 
meet criteria through the Venezuelan military (CAVIM) , but 
the prices were being quoted at the parallel exchange ' rate 
instead of the official rate. 



Cuban doctors 
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Comment 



10. (C) As on previous occasions when these governors have 
gathered at the Residence, they spoke ope nly among themselve s 
about the matters that most affect them, j ' 



Shapiro 
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